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was but an empty outward rite, lacking in moral
power or uplift. Many of the Government
schools in China have recently welcomed Bible
classes among the students as a moral dynamic
for character-building. As one Confucian Pre-
sident of a large industrial school said : " We
welcome these Bible classes because we believe
they will give our students the moral help which
they need and which I feel myself unable to
provide." A former Confucian director of educa-
tion, a man of wide experience, said recently
that the Government schools were far behind the
mission schools in the matter of their discipline,
and in the power imparted by the religious
exercises and teaching.

At the First National Educational Conference
held in Peking in 1912, it was unanimously
agreed that development of moral character
should be given first place in the schools of
China. This was felt to be the deepest need.
It was also unanimously agreed that the schools
were not to have Confucian worship. To take
its place at the anniversary of Confucius' birth,
it was decided that the principal or teachers be
asked to give addresses on the life of Confucius,
his teaching and its effect upon Chinese civiliza-
tion. It was suggested that a memorial service
might be held, but that it should not be in
the nature of ceremonial worship. After thirty